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Letôs Try This

ÂA little history 

Â (4 minutes)

ÂAn illustration of the problem for context

Â (4 minutes) 

ÂA discussion of approaches

Â (20 Minutes)
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A Little History

Â 1995 ï1998:  Worked for a US-based 

wind energy developer

ÂCould not get CA utilities to buy ñgreen 

powerò

ÂUtilities said the environmental benefits 

were not worth anything and they did not 

want them

Â I could not get projects built
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Solution - Go Around the Utilities

2000: Closed the 

first retail REC

transaction in the 

U.S. -- With EPA

1999:  Proposed the 

retail REC concept 

to BEF
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2001 - First Carbon Calculator --

Allows the Purchase of RECs to 

Offset CO2

Voluntary Renewable Energy has always been 
about CO2

Methodologies 

Endorsed by the 

Climate Neutral Network

CO2 reductions calculated 

by the NW Power Planning 

and Conservation Council

(5-year grid simulation)
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This All Seemed Like a Good 

Idea

ÂAnd thené.
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A Few Critics Raised Issues 

That Wereé Weird
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And The Issues Got Weirder
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And Weirder
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And Weirder Still
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If Only The Earth Could Speak
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What is This Debate Really 

About? - ñAdditionalityò

ÂA generally accepted approach for offsets:
ñDoes what you are buying meet the         
R-S-V-P-E Test?ò

ÂReal

ÂSurplus (Additional)

ÂVerifiable

ÂPermanent

ÂEnforceable


