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What is the American College & University
PresidentisoonClitmmat e C0

ACUPCC

Established in 2006
674 signatories to date

Requirements of the ACUPCC:

Comprehensive plan to achieve climate neutrality as soon as possible
A Publish and biannually update a GHG inventory

A Create a Climate Action Plan  (CAP) for achieving neutrality, including a
climate neutrality date, interim targets, and metrics for tracking progress

A Implement two (2) of a possible 7 Tangible Actions immediately i one of which
IS buying 15% green power

A Make all reports public on ACUPCC website

Actions to make climate neutrality and sustainability a part of the
curriculum and other educational experience for all students

Actions to expand research or other efforts necessary to achieve climate
neutrality
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EPA Report EXxaminil ng
Climate Action Plans

Emissions by Scope

50 Early signatories to ACUPCC
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Climate Neutrality Dates
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Emissions Footprint

Aggregate emissions of
3.7 million MTCE in 2006

Emission reductions
equivalent to annual
emissions of:

654,757 cars
291,436 homes

Assumes all 50 ACUPCC
signatories meet their
interim reduction and
carbon neutrality goals

Data from ACUPCC
Reporting System
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Projected Total Emissions of 50 ACUPCC Signatories

2006 2011 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041 2046 2051 2056 2061 2066 2071

Projected Total Emissions*
(*assumes all interim and carbon neutrality targets are met)



CAP Review Methodology

Qualitatively Reviewed CAPs for:
Document organization and clarity
Contained ACUPCC required components (Neutraility dates, metrics, etc)
Appropriate level of detail on strategy identification and prioritization

Balance between four types of strategies (mitigation, academic, research
and outreach)

Inclusion of contextual background material, discussion of CAP

development, and plans for periodic CAP revisions
Interviews with Climate Liaisons of 25 Schools

Best practices and lessons learned

Quantitatively reviewed CAPS for actions addressing:
GHG mitigation

Integration of climate change into curricula and expansion of academic
offerings

Climate change-related research activity
Outreach and educational efforts
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Mitigation Strategies Implemented

by Schools
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Green Power Commitments of
ACUPCC Signatories

Renewable electricity (in any amount) was the 5 most popular

mitigation strategy among the 50 schools surveyed (36 of 50 schools

were implementing it)

Tangible Action#5 -n Wi t hin one year of sighn
purchasing or producing at | east 1
consumption from renewabl e sour ces

222 of the first 634 signatories (35%) committed to using 15% green power

ehowever , confusi on over how t o ac
make environmental claims
Counting renewables i n utilityodos steé

attributing the emission reduction to the school

Counting on-site renewables production as green power use when the REC
has been sold to another party

E 'E-E‘.PﬁEEN
POWER 8

PARTNERSHIP



Green Power, Environmental Claims,
and GHG Accounting

Environmental claims by the end-user can only be applied to
purchases of renewable electricity from the voluntary green
power market

Green power use addresses Scope 2 (indirect) emissions

Voluntary purchases can be applied to Scope 2 emissions in a
GHG inventory for a downward adjustment

Renewable energy in the utility standard offer/system mix should
not be counted against Scope 2 emissions. Instead, it can be used to
adjust a school 6s baseline (BAU)
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Example of Incorrect GHG
Accounting in CAPSs

PHASE 1 MITIGATION PROJECTS TIMELINE AND CARBON REDUCTIONS

NThe St a e of TONS CO2e per year

; : Projects 201: 201: -
MIChlgan J 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
University Emissions

requires ener : R
g gy Prior to Mitigation 55,722 | 56,278 | 56,840 | 57,408 | 57,981 | 58,560 | 59,145 | 59,735 | 60,331 | 60,934

_producers to Woodchip Boiler 5599 | 5599 | 5,599 | 5599 | 5,599
increase the Mechanical Building

percentage of EnhancementsRound1 | 3198 | 3,198 | 3,198 | 3,198 | 3,198 | 3,198 | 3,198 | 3,198 | 3,198 | 3,198
renewable Lighting Replacement 379 379 379 379 379 379 379 379 379 379

Novar Controls

supply to 25%

b hi Replacement 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 170
y 2025 T IS Utility Co. Renewable
increase will Energy Purchases 4243 | 4243 | 4243 | 4243 | 4243
assist GHG Installation of
- C02/0ccupancy Sensors - -
reduction 269 269 269 269 269 269 269 269 269 269
eﬁ‘on‘s (\) Replace 1280 Trane
. Chiller 623 623 623 623 623
Purchase 10% Wind
Energy 3,919 | 3,919 | 3,919 | 3919 | 3,919
Behavioral Changes
Campaign 207 207 207 207 207 207 207 207 207 207
Energy Reduction
Projects 2,079 | 2,079 | 2,079 | 2,079| 2,079 | 2,079 | 2,079 | 2,079 | 2,079| 2,079

GVSU Emissions After
Mitigation 49,400 | 49,956 | 50,518 | 51,086 | 51,659 | 37,854 | 38,439 | 39,029 | 39,625 | 40,228




Exiaimp |''ei &8 UNHGsLin€C A P
Project

2007: UNH commits to ACUPCC and
reduce Its emiSSionS 50% by 2020 oo Projected Greenhouse Gas Reductions
and 80% by 2050

2009: EcoLine project, a landfill M -------------------
gas-to-energy project that uses ) | w l
methane gas from a nearby landfill

as the fuel for on-campus power | == \
plant.

20097 2015: UNH selling RECsto 2
help finance project

2015: UNH begins retaining rights

(t CO2
/

GHG Em

. 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
to the RECs and associated
. - . ‘O Historical Emissions ~ — Business As Usual ~— 50% Reduction Target Ecoline
re d u Ctl O n I n Carb O n fo Otp rl nt — Renewables Efficienc y — Conservation Transportation
University of New Hampshire Energy Task Force WildCAP: UNH Climate Action Plan
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Motivation for Higher Education
Parthers?

Meet environmental objectives . Image Enhancement
Prospective students
Peer institutions
Surrounding community

American Coll ege & Ungy@enfdetiismPr esi dent s

Climate Commitment Renewable energy is a hot topic
Deploys quickly & scales up easily on campus

Manage risk \ Incorporate green power Into
research initiatives & curricula

Sustainability goals
GHG reduction targets

Diversify generation portfolio

Hedge against unstable or rising fossil
fuel prices

Reduce risk of disruptions in fuel supplies

Captures favorable media attention
Clean technology

Domestic energy supply
New U.S. jobs
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