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What is the American College & University 
Presidentsô Climate Commitment?

¸ ACUPCC

Â Established in 2006

Â 674 signatories to date 

¸ Requirements of the ACUPCC:
Â Comprehensive plan to achieve climate neutrality as soon as possible

ÅPublish and biannually update a GHG inventory

ÅCreate a Climate Action Plan (CAP) for achieving neutrality, including a 
climate neutrality date, interim targets, and metrics for tracking progress

ÅImplement two (2) of a possible 7 Tangible Actions immediately ïone of which 
is buying 15% green power

ÅMake all reports public on ACUPCC website

Â Actions to make climate neutrality and sustainability a part of the 
curriculum and other educational experience for all students

Â Actions to expand research or other efforts necessary to achieve climate 
neutrality
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EPA Report Examining Schoolsô 
Climate Action Plans

¸ 50 Early signatories to ACUPCC

¸ Diverse Group of Schools
Â Location

Â Type of institution
Å12 Baccalaureate

Å11 Masterôs Granting

Å11 Doctorate-Granting

Å11 Community College

Å5 Special Focus

¸ Diverse Group of CAPs
Â Ranged in length from 8 to 243 

pages

Â Authors

Â Level of Detail

Emissions by Scope
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Climate Neutrality Dates

Neutrality Dates
¸ Ranged from 2010 

to 2075

¸ Median of 2040
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Emissions Footprint

¸ Aggregate emissions of 
3.7 million MTCE in 2006

¸ Emission reductions 
equivalent to annual 
emissions of:

Â 654,757 cars

Â 291,436 homes

¸ Assumes all 50 ACUPCC 
signatories meet their 
interim reduction and 
carbon neutrality goals

¸ Data from ACUPCC 
Reporting System

Projected Total Emissions of 50 ACUPCC Signatories
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CAP Review Methodology

¸ Qualitatively Reviewed CAPs for:
Â Document organization and clarity
Â Contained ACUPCC required components (Neutraility dates, metrics, etc)
Â Appropriate level of detail on strategy identification and prioritization
Â Balance between four types of strategies (mitigation, academic, research 

and outreach)
Â Inclusion of contextual background material, discussion of CAP 

development, and plans for periodic CAP revisions

¸ Interviews with Climate Liaisons of 25 Schools
Â Best practices and lessons learned

¸ Quantitatively reviewed CAPS for actions addressing:
Â GHG mitigation
Â Integration of climate change into curricula and expansion of academic 

offerings
Â Climate change-related research activity
Â Outreach and educational efforts
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Mitigation Strategies Implemented 
by Schools
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Green Power Commitments of 
ACUPCC Signatories

¸ Renewable electricity (in any amount) was the 5 th most popular 
mitigation strategy among the 50 schools surveyed (36 of 50 schools 
were implementing it)

¸ Tangible Action #5 - ñWithin one year of signing this document, begin 
purchasing or producing at least 15% of our institutionôs electricity 
consumption from renewable sources.ò
Â 222 of the first 634 signatories (35%) committed to using 15% green power 

¸ éhowever, confusion over how to account for renewable energy and 
make environmental claims
Â Counting renewables in utilityôs standard offer as a mitigation strategy and 

attributing the emission reduction to the school

Â Counting on-site renewables production as green power use when the REC 
has been sold to another party
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Green Power, Environmental Claims, 
and GHG Accounting

¸ Environmental claims by the end-user can only be applied to 
purchases of renewable electricity from the voluntary green 
power market

¸ Green power use addresses Scope 2 (indirect) emissions

Â Voluntary purchases can be applied to Scope 2 emissions in a 
GHG inventory for a downward adjustment

Â Renewable energy in the utility standard offer/system mix should 
not be counted against Scope 2 emissions. Instead, it can be used to 
adjust a schoolôs baseline (BAU) GHG emissions downward.
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Example of Incorrect GHG 
Accounting in CAPs

ñThe State of 
Michigan 
requires energy 
producers to 
increase the 
percentage of 
renewable 
supply to 25% 
by 2025. This 
increase will 
assist GHG 
reduction 
efforts.ò 
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Example: UNHôs CAP & EcoLine 
Project

¸ 2007: UNH commits to ACUPCC and 
reduce its emissions 50% by 2020 
and 80% by 2050

¸ 2009: EcoLine project, a landfill 
gas-to-energy project that uses 
methane gas from a nearby landfill 
as the fuel for on -campus power 
plant. 

¸ 2009 ï2015: UNH selling RECs to 
help finance project 

¸ 2015: UNH begins retaining rights 
to the RECs and associated 
reduction in carbon footprint

http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/events/may19_webinar.htm
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Motivation for Higher Education 
Partners?

¸ Meet environmental objectives
Â Sustainability goals

Â GHG reduction targets

Â American College & University Presidentsô 
Climate Commitment 

Â Deploys quickly & scales up easily

¸ Manage risk
Â Diversify generation portfolio

Â Hedge against unstable or rising fossil 
fuel prices

Â Reduce risk of disruptions in fuel supplies

¸ Captures favorable media attention
Â Clean technology

Â Domestic energy supply

Â New U.S. jobs

¸ Image Enhancement
Â Prospective students
Â Peer institutions
Â Surrounding community

¸ Student activism 
Â Renewable energy is a hot topic 

on campus

¸ Incorporate green power into 
research initiatives & curricula


