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Original reporting, reposting market news, bi-weekly newsletters
Compliance scheme price tracking
State of the Marketsreports: voluntary + forest carbon, watershed payments, biodiversity

Ecosystem Marketplace: Making the Priceless Valuable
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ÅMarket-wide, comprehensive survey of the voluntary carbon 
markets

ÅSurvey itself purely focused on the over-the-counter (OTC) 
market

ÅMarket-wide survey that covered offset suppliers across the 
value-chain: developers, aggregators/wholesalers, and 
retailers. 

ÅOther than the direct respondents, further data was obtained 
from brokers, registries, and exchanges. 

This year, a record 205 respondents from 34 

countries responded to our survey
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ÅThe Lion Sleeps?Υ ¸ŜŀǊ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴ άƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭŀƳōέ

ÅBuilding Bridges: A key theme was linkages ςbetween 
infrastructure providers and third party standards ςand 
expansion to new locations and emerging markets for supply 
and demand

ÅRecession / regulation: while CSR and PR were reported as 
main buyer motivations, pre-compliance activity scaled up as 
major market influence

ÅCarbon+: Consumers increasingly seeking specific options 
given more freely available project information

Looking back at 2009
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Voluntary Markets VolumeMtCO2e

Transaction volumes declined 26% in 2009

Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance
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Voluntary Markets Value$Millions
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Average OTC prices declined to $6.5/t to produce 

a $326m market, constituting 87% of the total 

Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance
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Transaction Volume by Project Type

Behind landfill methane, A/R and wind, volume 

fairly evenly disbursed among project types
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Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance
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Methane was the major winner capturing 41% of 

volume, followed by forestry with 24%
Transaction Volume by Project TypeMtCO2e

Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance
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Volume Renewable Credits by Project Type, 2008 v. 2009 

Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance

Run-of-river sustains hydro + other renewable 

project types decline 
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Top three regions dominate 84% of supply

Transaction Volume by Location and Project Type

US: 56%

Latin 

America: 

16%

Asia: 12%

Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance

LDCôs:

2% volume

3% value
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Percent of Transaction Volume Renewables Credits by Location 

Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance

Asian and Turkish supply dominated by 

renewables while LA opts for forestry 
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US leads in offset purchases, largely attributed to 

pre-compliance motives

Customer Location

49%

41%

4%

2% 1% 1% 2%

US

EU (incl. Russia)

AU/NZ

Asia 

Canada

Latin America 

Remaining

Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance
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Recession, pickiness cut off EU buyers 

from Asian market

Source: ñState of the Voluntary Carbon Markets 2010ò, Ecosystem Marketplace and  Bloomberg New Energy Finance


